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          "The U.S. Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Act (H.R. 1298) is the best bill that the House of Representatives has ever considered on the international HIV/AIDS crisis, and I am happy that it enjoys such bipartisan support.

          "The HIV/AIDS pandemic threatens the stability, economic development and democratic institutions of many nations. AIDS is the leading cause of death in sub-Saharan Africa and the fourth leading killer worldwide. The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that the average human lifespan in certain African nations will fall well below the age of 40 by the end of the decade. Forty million people are currently infected and 25 million have died of AIDS worldwide, including more than three million last year alone. More than 14,000 people a day become infected with HIV and more than 8,600 persons die daily from infections brought on by this disease. Unless growth rates change, more than 80 million people are expected to die by the end of the decade.

          "This bill authorizes $15 billion over the next five years for the fight against HIV/AIDS.  The increased funding will prevent seven million new infections, provide care for 10 million HIV-infected individuals and AIDS orphans, and provide retroviral drugs for two million HIV/AIDS patients.  One of the best features of this important legislation is the $1.7 billion it provides in FY04 to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  Our support for the Global Fund demonstrates critical American commitment to the international fight against HIV/AIDS and is vital for gaining commitments from other donor countries.  

          "In his State of the Union address, President Bush made a commitment of spending $15 billion over five years to fight AIDS, however, he allotted only $200 million each year to the Global Fund.  This bill mends that broken promise by greatly increasing the U.S. commitment to the Global Fund.

          "The U.S. National Intelligence Council estimates the disease could reduce gross domestic product in some sub-Saharan African countries by 20 percent or more by 2010. In addition, the transmission of AIDS is growing rapidly in Russia, India and China, while the Caribbean has the second highest rate of HIV infections in the world.  Clearly, no single nation has the ability or the resources to prevent the spread of AIDS or to adequately treat its victims.  This international disease must be stopped with international and multilateral action. Only by working with the international community can we hope to control and treat this horrible disease.  Because the Global Fund is up and running, money obligated to the fund can fight AIDS, TB and malaria immediately.

          "We must support increased funding for combating HIV/AID and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  It is the least we can do."
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